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CRIMINAL JUSTICE V RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

How does Restorative Justice differ to Criminal Justice? Read through the background
information below in your pair and then go to page 3 for the next task.

Restorative Justice is about
repairing the harm caused
by crime.

The victim is often left out of
the Criminal Justice process
unless they are needed as a

witness.

Within the Criminal Justice system
there are very few opportunities
for offenders to try to put right
what they have done wrong and
focus more on punishment.

There are many options for
both these types of justice to
be integrated together,
however Restorative Justice is
always voluntary unlike
Criminal Justice which is
enforced by law.

When a crime has been
committed there is a gap
between the person causing
the harm and those who
have been hurt.

Within Western Criminal Justice the

focus is on the offender and

deciding a punishment which
matches the seriousness of the

crime he/she has committed.

The Restorative Justice
system shows concern for
the victims’ and offenders’
needs and seeks to repair

the harm as much
as possible through
dialogue and negotiation.

The focus of Restorative Justice is
to heal and restore rather than to
cause further pain / punishment
to the offender. The community
acts as a facilitator within this
process not as a bystander.
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE V RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

Using the background information on page 2 and knowledge from the previous lessons,
choose which statement describes Restorative Justice and which describes Criminal Justice.

STATEMENTS

Example: Crime is an act against the state, a
violation of a law.

Criminal Justice  Restorative Justice

v

Example: Crime is an act against another person
and the community.

v

Justice involves victims, offenders and community
members in an effort to put things right.

Justice requires the state to determine blame (guilt) and
impose pain (punishment).

Crime is an individual act with individual responsibility.

Crime has both individual and social dimensions of
responsibility.

Punishment alone is not effective in changing behaviour
and is disruptive to community harmony and good
relationships.

Punishment is effective: threats of punishment deter
crime and punishment changes behaviour.

Focus on establishing blame or guilt of the offender (did
he/she do it?).

Focus on problem solving, on liabilities/obligations, on
the future (what should be done?).

Victims are central to the process of resolving a crime.

Victims are not involved in the process of resolving a
crime.

Response focused on harmful consequences of offenders’
behaviour; emphasis is on the future.

Response focused on offending behaviour.

Focus on the offenders getting what they deserve.

Focus on the victim’s needs and the offender’s
responsibility for repairing harm.
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FEATURE ARTICLE TIPS

‘ Start to plan a feature article on Peter Woolf and his life for a newspaper.

What is a feature story?

Feature stories explore news stories in
more depth. They may be triggered by
a story that has been in the news for a
while. The purpose of a feature is not
just to tell you what has happened, but
to explore or analyse the reasons why.

What parts of Peter’s
story could | include?

e Peter’s upbringing and how this
affected his childhood and
teenage years

e What life was like as he was
growing up

* The process of going in and out
of jail

e The burglary of Will Riley’s
house

e Being invited to a Restorative
Justice meeting

e How the Restorative Justice
meeting impacted him and his
future life

Top tips:
Plan before you write.

STRUCTURE

1. A catchy headline

2. First paragraph to grab
attention

3. Main article with facts in
chronological order

4. Your opinion

5. Conclusion

6. Pictures with captions

LANGUAGE

¢ Use past tense

e Emotive language

e Persuasive language

e Logical

¢ Varied sentence length

Answer key questions:

What — has happened?
Who - has been affected?
Where — has this taken place?
Why — did it happen?
When - did it happen?
How — did it happen?
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FEATURE ARTICLE ON PETER WOOLF AND HIS LIFE

You could use

alliteration, pun
or shock tactics.

First paragraph — a summary of the article

Try to use: Main article — full narrative account

¢ Key details

Facts

Paragraphs

Sub headings

Research

e Emotive and
persuasive
language

e Time
connectives

My opinion — what do | think?

Try to use: Conclusion — sum up and state what could / should happen next

e Your own
opinion

e Emotive
language
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