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Read through your booklet from the Introduction to Restorative
Justice lesson. In pairs or small groups read the questions below
and discuss. Write down your answers. Get ready to feed back your
answers to the class.

o Who is involved in Restorative Justice?

e Is Restorative Justice a new concept?

e What is the % of victims that are satisfied with the Restorative Justice process?

0 What, in your opinion is the most important need of either a victim or offender during Restorative Justice?
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TIMELINE

In pairs or small groups explore Margaret’s range of emotions by
reading them to each other and discussing them. Place them into a
timeline from just after the burglary taking place (1) to after her
Restorative Justice meeting (13).

| was nervous about returning home in the evenings.
| felt cross that the feeling of safety in my own home
had been taken away from me.

Before the meeting | felt very angry, resentful
and bitter.

| visited prison, he sat opposite me and eventually he
said “I just want to say sorry for what | have done. |
am sorry for the harm | have caused”.

They caught the person who had burgled the
house. | felt relieved that he had been caught.

It is so empowering to be able to say “This is what
you did. This is how you made me feel. What are you
going to do about it?”

| couldn’t stop thinking about the words of Jessica
about the fact we didn’t know this person or what
made him behave in this way.

| suddenly felt that | had this inner strength and my
voice became stronger and | asked him lots of
questions. We started to talk then as
two human beings.

Who had the right to take something away from
me, when | had lost everything?

| received a phone call from the police inviting me to
take part in a Restorative Justice case conference.
Jessica tried to make me understand that we didn’t
know anything about the offender, what made him

do it or the reasons why he was involved in this kind
of behaviour.

It was the most life changing experience. | was
suddenly in a different place and | felt
totally different.

I now understand it’s not about giving the things
back that were stolen. It’s about the offender
listening and understanding the impact that they
have had on somebody.

| forgive him as a human being, as a person for
making the huge effort to prove to me and his family
that he can change his life and turn his life around.
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| USED TO THINK...BUT, NOW I THINK

Take some time to chat in your pairs or small group about
Margaret's story. Think about your original ideas of Restorative Justice?

Has your thinking changed, if so how? What impact has Margaret's

story had on you and your thinking? Give reasons for your views.

Complete a few sentences to summarise your thinking.

| used to think

But, now | think
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