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CONCEPT CRACKER

1) What do you think 2) Who might be involved in
Restorative Justice is? Restorative Justice?

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

In pairs or small groups
discuss Restorative Justice

and write down your initial
ideas and thoughts.

3) What impact might Restorative Justice 4) What experience have you had of
have in schools? Restorative Justice in your school?
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RESTORATIVE JUSTICE FACT CARDS

There’s nothing faddish or new about Restorative
Justice. It’s been around for hundreds, perhaps
thousands of years in all but name. According to

Howard Zehr (2005) two groups in particular have

influenced the development of restorative practice:
the First Nations people of Canada and US and the
Maori of New Zealand. Restorative Justice
represents some of the practices and values that
are common to these indigenous groups, but were
often repressed and discounted by Western
colonial powers.
Zehr, Howard. Changing Lenses — A New Focus for
Crime and Justice.

Who is Howard Zehr?

One man considered the godfather of Restorative
Justice within the legal system is Howard Zehr. He
directed the first victim offender conferencing
programme in the United States of America and is
one of the developers of Restorative Justice as a
concept in the legal system. He started this work in
the late 1970s and has gone on to lead hundreds of
events in more than 25 countries.

Howard Zehr quote:

“In a mere quarter century, Restorative Justice has
grown from a few scattered experimental projects
into a social movement.”

Restorative Justice is a meeting between victims,
offenders and sometimes other community members.
These meetings are known as ‘conferences’ and can take
place in prisons, schools and in communities. They can be
focused on any type of crime and take place at any stage
in the criminal justice system.

There are other options for communication if people
don’t want to meet face to face. Victims can tell their
story; be certain the offender understands the impact;
find answers to questions; hold the offender accountable;
and if possible, identify what can be done to repair the
harm. Offenders can tell their story; accept responsibility
for and acknowledge the harm caused; hear how their
behaviour affected others; and participate in determining
how to repair the harm.

In 2001, the UK government funded a £7 million,
seven year research programme into Restorative
Justice. This research demonstrates that
Restorative Justice provides an:

e 85% victim satisfaction rate

e And, for every £1 spent on Restorative Justice
there is a saving of £8 to the criminal justice
system.

The Restorative Justice Council
https://www.restorativejustice.org.uk/resources/evi
dence-supporting-use-restorative-justice

/

The Restorative Justice Council has identified 6 principles that should be adhered to when

practising Restorative Justice:

1. Restoration — the primary aim of restorative practice is to address and repair harm.
2. Voluntarism — participation in restorative processes is voluntary and based on informed

choice.

3. Neutrality — restorative processes are fair and unbiased towards participants.

4. Safety — processes and practice aim to ensure the safety of all participants and create a safe
space for the expression of feelings and views about harm that has been caused.

5. Accessibility — restorative processes are non-discriminatory and available to all those

affected by conflict and harm.

6. Respect — restorative processes are respectful to the dignity of all participants and those

affected by the harm caused.
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RESTORATIVE JUSTICE FACT CARDS

PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS IN YOUR OWN WORDS.

o Where did Restorative Justice originate?

What impact can Restorative Justice have?

e How could the principle of 'Respect’ be promoted through Restorative Justice?
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NEEDS OF VICTIMS AND OFFENDERS

Why do people take part in Restorative Justice and
what do they need from the process?

Restorative Justice developed out of a need of the victims
and survivors of crime that was not being met by the judicial
system. Through the process of court proceedings and
sentencing, some victims felt they were unable to explore,
question, process and heal from the impact of crime. Restorative
Justice aims to involve all parties that have been involved in
crime, unlike the judicial system which only tends to involve the
government and the offender.

Information - Victims have questions that require
real answers, for example why the crime occurred, -
what led up to it, how did it happen? This information is Accountability - Offenders need to be able to
sometimes not explored through the traditional legal address the harm they have caused, understand the
process and therefore the victim doesn’t always fully impact of their behaviour and take responsibility
have all the information they need in order to process for their actions.
what has happened and why.

Truth-telling - Offenders are able to acknowledge
Encouragement to experience personal wrong doing in front of the victim/s. Also victims need
transformation including healing for the harms to tell and retell their experience of what happened,
that contributed to their offending behaviour. which is an important element of the healing process. It
Opportunity for treatment of addictions or other is often important for this to be told to the person or
problems. Enhancement of personal skills people who caused the harm so thgy feel the offender
and attributes fully understands the impact
’ of their actions.

Restitution - Through the Restorative Justice Empowerment - Often when a crime is committed
process an offender has the opportunity to go victims feel that control over their property,
someway to make right the harm they have caused, bodies and emotions has been taken away from them.
and offer restitution. This could be through an Through taking part in the Restorative Justice
apology, taking responsibility for their crime or process victims can often feel a sense of
trying to return property stolen. empowerment return to them.
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WHAT IS RESTORATIVE JUSTICE?

In your own words write a couple of paragraphs explaining what
Restorative Justice is. Include some of the needs of the victims and offenders
and explain how taking part in Restorative Justice could meet these needs.
What impact could Restorative Justice have on those taking part and the
wider community?
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