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Forgiveness and Justice — Lesson Plan 1

Lesson 1 of 3 — Introduction to Restorative Justice

To be used prior to Margaret Foxley or Will Riley/Peter Woolf lessons.

55 mins
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Introduction to Restorative Justice

This lesson will require teachers to have an understanding of Restorative Justice. A three minute video

produced by the Restorative Justice Council can be found here:

https://www.restorativejustice.org.uk/resources/victim’s-guide-restorative-justice

Lesson objectives: 1. To be able to explain the principles of Restorative Justice and the impact it can have on
victims and offenders. 2. To be able to explain the needs of victims and offenders in Restorative Justice.

Key vocabulary: Restorative Justice, restitution.

Teacher activity Learner activity Time
Concept Cracker In pairs discuss Restorative 10 mins
In pairs ask students to discuss Restorative Justice and write Justice, what you already

down their initial ideas and thoughts on p. 2 of the student know or think. Complete the

booklet. concept cracker in your

Show the ground rules slide on p. 3 of the PowerPoint. booklet.

Restorative Justice fact cards Working in groups of 4 or 5 20 mins
Allocate students into five groups. Place five fact cards (from p. | rotate round the tables. One

3 of the student booklet) on separate tables or spaces in the student reads the card aloud.
classroom, or allocate all five cards to each group if movement | Individually answer the

around the classroom is not possible. Ask them to carousel questions in the booklet in

round to the cards, spending four minutes at each table. At the | your own words.

table one student reads the card aloud to the group. Ask

students to individually answer the questions in their booklet

using their own words.

Why do people take part in Restorative Justice and what do In pairs read the needs of 10 mins
they need from the process? both the victims and

Allocate students into pairs and ask them to read and discuss offenders when taking part

the ‘needs’ of the victim and offender in taking part in in Restorative Justice.

Restorative Justice in their booklet. Invite students to feedback

as a class.

What is Restorative Justice? Individually write a couple of | 13 mins
Ask students to write a couple of paragraphs in their own paragraphs to explain the

words, explaining what Restorative Justice is, including some of | term ‘Restorative Justice’.

the needs of the victims and offenders and the potential impact

Restorative Justice can have on those taking part and the wider

community. Writing framework on p. 3 of this lesson plan for

those students who may require it.

Next Lesson Look at the slide regarding 2 mins
Introduce the next lesson using the PowerPoint slide. the next lesson.

Restorative Justice: Restorative Justice enables victims to meet or communicate with their offender to
explain the real impact of the crime. This is part of a wider field called restorative practice. Restorative
practice can be used anywhere to prevent conflict, build relationships and repair harm by enabling people to
communicate effectively and positively. (see: Restorative Justice Council)

Restitution: 1. The act of giving back something that has been lost or stolen. 2. In law the act of
compensating for loss or injury by reverting as far as possible to the position before such injury occurred.
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WRITING FRAMEWORK

| think Restorative Justice is...

Victims may take part in Restorative Justice to...

Offenders may take part in Restorative Justice to...

| believe Restorative Justice can positively impact those taking part by...
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Notes
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